system, some of them performed by himself,1 appeared to show that the failure of the heart's action in consequence of violent external injury, was the result of excessive action of the cord upon the cardiac ganglia, while the absence of reflex action in the limbs, under chloroform, indicates that the functions cf the cord are more or less completely suspended by that agent.
4. ]\lr Lister also exhibited a needle, which he had devised, to facilitate the application of silver wire sutures. To any one who had had much experience with the wire stitch, it must have been evident that some improvement upon the common needle was required for this purpose. In using the ordinary instrument, the best method was to make a simple loop of the wire after passing it through the eye of the needle. But rigidity of the iron made it much less easy to work with, the tying of the knot requiring considerably greater force, which could not be regulated with the same precision as with the beautifully pliant silver thread. Further, the iron wire, in order to approach to the silver in flexibility, was made considerably thinner ; and a stitch composed of it must therefore tend to cut its way out more quickly; for, though the metallic suture does not excite inflammation, it makes its way through the tissues by inducing absorjjtion, when subjected to traction, and the thinner the material, the more rapidly must this occur. Stitches were, as a general rule, far preferable to strapping, on account of their opposing less obstacle to the exit of discharge ; but, there were some cases in which their superiority was particularly striking. Thus, after amputation at the ankle-joint, if there happened to be a good deal of suppuration, it was difficult to keep the posterior flap in position by means of strapping, and it was therefore desirable that the stitches should remain efficient as long as possible. Mr L. bad, a few days before, performed amputation at the ankle-joint in both limbs, upon a poor fellow who had lain in a state of intoxication with his feet upon a rail while a train was passing. Silver stitches were employed ; and, in dressing the case, all that was necessary was to remove the bandages and lint, and reapply them after washing the stumps; and it would obviously be advantageous that this state of things should continue till union should have become consolidated. It had been objected to the silver wire, that its use involved considerable expense ; but its price was only sixpence per yard, and with that quantity, according to the method which Mr L. found most convenient, twenty sutures could be applied; so that, allowing about seven stitches to a stump, such as results from amputating the thigh, the dressing would be done for twopence, so far as the silver wire was concerned, the expense of which was therefore surely not deserving of consideration.
5. Dr J. 1). Gillespie exhibited a piece of the knuckle of mutton which had become impacted in the pharynx of an old man, an inmate in Gillespie's Hospital. The same man had curiously enough been formerly almost suffocated by rashly trying to bolt a cold potato. Dr G. had, on that occasion, cleared away the obstruction, by the use of an oesophagus bougie ; and recollecting this mode of relief, the man had, on this occasion also, extemporised an instrument of the kind, to wit ,a piece of whale bone, abstracted from a pair of stays, with a rag rolled round the end of it, and with the assistance of an old woman, attempted to the whole heart and pericardium moved together. Then, 2d, There was the very important question of the effect produced on the heart generally by pericardial adhesions. One would say, a priori, that it would be to produce hypertrophy; for, as there was of course an obstacle to the movements of the heart, the heart would act more strongly in order to overcome this obstacle, and in doing so, would become hypertrophied ; and, accordingly, we do find that in a certain number of cases of adherent pericardium, the heart is enlarged. But, there is another point to be attended to; in many cases the nutrition of the heart must be seriously interfered with, for dense adhesions must act like a tight bandage permanently applied, and would tend to occasion atrophy. Cases of this kind Dr Haldane had occasionally met with. Another circumstance, which indicated that the nutrition of the heart was interfered with, was the frequent association of fatty degeneration of the heart with adhesions of the pericardium. Dr 
